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Oong Choi, 1930-2019
Oong Choi has gone home to be with his Lord and Savior. Born in Korea in 1930, he spent
the majority of his life in Lancaster, PA, relocating to Worcester, MA for his final few years
to be closer to his son and family there. He is preceded in death by his loving wife, Bertha
who passed in 2015. He is survived by his children, Deborah Bartlett (Henry, dec.), Mary
Smith (Randall) and Jonathan Choi (Ann Sheehy), and three beloved grandsons: Joshua,
Benjamin and Caleb. He is also survived by several siblings, Yeol Choi, HeiSook Shin,
InSook Chung, and Choong Choi, as well as many nieces and nephews.
Oong’s life was an extraordinary journey. As the oldest of six children, he knew from early
childhood that he wished to follow in his father’s footsteps and be educated in the United
States. He came to the U.S. when he was 16, to attend Stony Brook School, a Christian
preparatory school. While staying at the Reverend Donald Barnhouse’s farm outside
Philadelphia on break, he met Dr. Mary Bennett who worked for Dr. Barnhouse and
attended 10th Street Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. Dr. Barnhouse recommended
that she take responsibility for Oong in the U.S., which she did although she never
formally adopted him. She remained a tremendous influence in all the things that mattered
most - spiritual, familial and intellectual - for the rest of her life.
Oong received undergraduate degrees in physics and mathematics from Franklin &
Marshall College in Lancaster, PA. He was pursuing a Ph.D. at the University of
Pennsylvania in physics when he heard the call to the ministry. While attending Dallas
Theological Seminary, he met Bertha Benham, a young nurse who enjoyed his preaching
during his student days, and their lifelong match was set in motion. Oong served as a lay
preacher and teaching elder throughout his life. After marrying Bertha, they decided to
settle in Lancaster, PA where they remained for the next 55 years, before moving to
Worcester, MA several years ago. He also became a naturalized citizen in the early
1960s.

Oong was hired by RCA in Lancaster, PA as an electrical engineer; he worked on many
unusual design projects including early CCD developments, and cameras used in deep
sea and space explorations. After 20 years, he left to found Sigma Electronics in East
Petersburg, PA, developing video production equipment. He later founded and sold Vista
Light, a company that made highly efficient bicycle lights which improved riders’ visibility
on roads. He also founded Roamer, a company developing a new type of powered
wheelchair, prior to retirement.
A respected member of the community, Oong served on the board of Eber Reese’s
company, Reese Metals (now Ames Metals), of Lancaster, for many years, and also
served on a board of Messiah College in Mechanicsburg, PA for a number of years.
Oong’s passion was studying and preaching the Bible throughout his lifetime. He was a
founding elder of Westminster Reformed Presbyterian Church in Lancaster. As part of its
outreach ministry, he also helped plant several smaller churches with similar teachings in
the region. From his days at seminary, he had learned to study the original biblical texts in
their original languages, so as to have a direct grasp of how they were written. He never
tired of imparting his insights about any passage in the Bible, and taught Sunday School
at various churches as part of his personal ministry.
Oong’s other interests were based in the arts (music and painting/drawing) and sciences.
He had talents in both, and encouraged his children to develop their musical talents,
especially to be used in church. He also loved reading about all things scientific and
biblical. He believed that science proves the existence of God and creation, and loved
discourse on those topics. And he also enjoyed sailing as a wonderful celebration of
creation. He sailed a Comet class boat after church on Sunday afternoons at the
Susquehanna Yacht Club for many years, and later, on a larger sailboat on the
Chesapeake Bay, out of Georgetown, MD, on the Sassafras River.
Oong was blessed with a lifelong partner in Bertha, who loved him and revered his deep
knowledge of the Bible, and his steadfast application of that knowledge in their married
life. They were delighted to raise their children in Lancaster, and be active parts of the
community there. They only considered moving to Worcester to be closer to Jonathan,
Ann and their precious grandchildren, of whom they were proud and also entertained.
Although Bertha did not survive her brief fight with cancer, Oong has enjoyed spending
more time with his family there in recent years. He especially enjoyed listening to the
grandsons’ adventures in school, soccer and music. They regularly visited and played
keyboards and violin for Oong’s enjoyment.

And, of course, recently, Oong loved and appreciated the care and attention he received
from son Jonathan. Jonathan has been a tremendous source of comfort, advice,
friendship and delight. He and his family have provided exemplary care during these
times. Oong also enjoyed regular visits from Deb and Mary, as well as communications
from many other distantly located family members.
Even at his most recent residence, The Christopher House nursing home in Worcester,
Oong learned to communicate through his infectious smile and grin, even though he had
difficulty speaking. So many of the staff have made a point to say how much they enjoyed
his presence and joy in their interactions with him. He will be missed.
A private Funeral Service will be held on Tuesday, August 13 at the Chiampa Funeral
Home ~ The Sumner House, 5 Church Road, On the Common, Shrewsbury Center. The
family will receive visitors at 9:30 am, followed by the service at 10:30. Burial immediately
following at Mountain View Cemetery.
Flowers may be sent to the Chiampa Funeral Home, or donations may be made to the
Water Street Rescue Mission in Lancaster, PA at https://wsm.org/, an organization that
Oong and Bertha actively supported.
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