Ruth Irving
February 2, 1925 - March 20, 2019

Ruth Ellen (Hirons) Irving, formerly of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts passed away on March
20, 2019.
Ruth was born in Medford, Massachusetts on February 2, 1925, daughter of Arthur Hirons
and Rose (Tutten) Hirons. She had three older brothers; Kenneth Hirons, Arthur Hirons,
and Frank Hirons. A graduate of Medford High School, Ruth earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Elementary Education from Wheelock College, Boston Massachusetts. She
taught first grade in Bedford and Reading, Massachusetts prior to her marriage.
Ruth was predeceased by her husband, Mason Irving Jr. Married on November 7, 1953 at
Old South Church in Boston, Massachusetts, Ruth and Mason enjoyed fifty-four years
together. While living in Shrewsbury, Ruth was a member the Shrewsbury First
Congregational Church for over fifty years. She participated in Ladies Circle and the Prime
Timers Club. She was active in the Order of Eastern Star, serving as Worthy Matron for
the Artemis Ward Chapter. Ruth served the Shrewsbury Elementary Schools as a
substitute teacher for many years. She served as Cub Scout den mother when Skip was
young, and chaperoned many Shrewsbury Music Association Band trips when Laurie was
in high school. Ruth loved her home in Shrewsbury; tending her gardens, sharing
homemade cookies with family and friends, visiting the Shrewsbury Public Library as an
avid reader, and taking long walks through Dean Park.
Ruth leaves her children, Mason “Skip” Irving III and his wife Ann, of Burlington,
Massachusetts, and Laurie Irving Vance and her husband Roland M. of Amherst, New
Hampshire. Ruth’s four grandchildren were the joy of her life. Granddaughters, Katelynn
Ruth Vance of Alexandria, Virginia, and Molly Ann Vance of Chester, New Hampshire.
Ruth has two grandsons. Mason Thomas Irving and his wife Ashley Lobell Irving of
Arlington, Massachusetts. Lawrence Hopkins Irving and wife Margaret Moyer Irving of
Ballston Spa, New York delighted Ruth with her first great-grandson, Jameson David
Moyer Irving.
The family extends appreciation to the staff of Kent Village, at The Huntington in Nashua,
New Hampshire for gentle support in recent years. We are also grateful to the Lexington
Hancock Church group of residents, and many others who welcomed Ruth into a caring
circle of friends. Memorial Service celebrating Ruth's life will be held at The First

Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, 19 Church Road, Shrewbury on Saturday, April 27,
2019 at 11:30 AM. Family and friends are respectfully invited to attend.
Interment will follow at Mt. View Cemetery. Gifts of Remembrance can be made to the
First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury Memorial Fund, 19 Church Road, Shrewsbury,
MA 01545.
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Comments

“

She is now at peace may god be with her family and friends

Lorraine - May 08 at 06:58 PM

“

Lorraine lit a candle in memory of Ruth Irving

Lorraine - May 08 at 06:55 PM

“

Laurie and Skip - my condolences and deep sympathies to you on your mom's
passing. Keeping you all in my prayers - Vicki (Smialek) Bezoenik

Victoria Bezoenik - April 21 at 04:38 PM

“

I'm so very sorry for your loss.
Cynthia Carlson

Cynthia L. Carlson - April 21 at 08:35 AM

“

We extend to you our heartfelt sympathy. It was a pleasure to have known your
parents. God Bless.
Roger & Nancy Samia

Nancy Samia - March 24 at 11:11 AM

“

Dear Skip and Ann ,
Tina and I are thinking of you and extend our most sincere sympathies to you and
your family.

Your friend,
Brent
Brent West - March 23 at 10:45 PM

“

To all our friends and family,
We appreciate you visiting this page and sharing your thoughts and prayers for Ruth.
Ruth, Ruthie, Mom, and Honey (as she was known by her grandchildren) was a very
special lady.
She had been doing very well until she experienced a couple recent falls. The most
recent about 1 week before her death when she fractured her pelvis in 4 places. After
a couple days in the hospital she returned to her apartment and we hoped she would
rally as she has many times in the past. However, that was not to be. We were able
to keep her comfortable. It became apparent over the weekend that she was sliding
down hill and had come to terms with her situation. Both Laurie and I had separately
talked with her about her wishes. She died peacefully and on her own terms. Our
family and Laurie’s family all had an opportunity to spend some quality time with her
over the final several days. We had partied with her at Christmas and then at her
birthday in February. Her mind was still very sharp. She never lost her spirit or her
sense of humor. For that we are very thankful.
Her friends and family were center of her life and we thank you for being part of her
life.
The Irving and Vance Family

Skip Irivng - March 23 at 05:36 PM

“

Skip and Laurie and all: A peaceful end to a long and peaceful life. I remember many
kindnesses from both her and your dad over the years. May she rest in peace.
Bruce Clark - March 24 at 04:10 AM

“

Dear Skip and Laurie,
My deepest condolences on Ruth's passing. I remember her as one who was always
cheerful and friendly, with a great sense of humour. Repose en paix, Ruth.
Chip Brown
Everett Brown - March 24 at 09:42 AM

“

Skip and Laurie
I'm very happy to hear that she died peacefully and without a lot of pain. It's quite similar to
my mother's death--only Mama held on a lot longer! Our Aunt Ruth was always the closest
family member that we had. She was the one who kept the family together and cared about
all of its many members. She was particularly dear to our family, given her relationship to

both Mama and our father. Mama was so happy to have a new "sister" after having lost her
own during the war. And our father helped put Ruth through college. So there was a special
bond there. And I still remember being a flower girl in the wedding and the dress I wore! I
didn't talk to Aunt Ruth as much as Carol did, but the conversation I most remember with
her was about England. I talked to her after visiting England, either in 1986 or 2000, and
she asked me if I felt that i was at home there. I said YES, most definitely. We both
identified so much with English history, literature and culture. Particularly the china and tea
sets!!! She was a very special lady. I am thinking of you both. Jean Hirons
Jean Hirons - March 24 at 09:30 PM

“

Laurie and Skip - I have such fond memories of your mom. She was such a sweet person.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your families. Diane (Russell) Porea
DIANE POREA - March 29 at 04:12 PM

